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Motion to Create a Spanish-Language District in Area 29
Submitted by Brigitte F., Area Treasurer

Move to forward to the Area 29 Assembly: to add a new District to Area 29 consisting of the Spanish-Language Groups in the geographic area covered by Area 29. 
Background for Motion
Section 2.01(a) of the Amended Bylaws of Maryland General Service, Inc. (hereinafter ‘MGS Bylaws’) state that members of the corporation include the GSRs “for each A.A. Group in Area 29”, and the MGS Bylaws state that MGS “will serve the collective conscience of the A.A. groups in Area 29.” Area 29 is defined only geographically, not linguistically, by the A.A. Service Manual (p. 126).
Thus, by this definition in the MGS Bylaws, all Spanish-Language Groups in the geographic area covered by Area 29 are part of Area 29.

Nevertheless, by custom, the Spanish-Language Groups in the geographic area covered by Area 29 have historically participated in the General Service Structure of Area 13 (District of Columbia, Montgomery County, and Prince George’s County). This is reflected in the Handbook language for Area 13, which states that the “Spanish language groups in Maryland” constitute District 63 within the Area 13 service structure, although the Handbook language is vague at points as to whether this applies to all Spanish-Language Groups in Maryland, or only those in the geographic area of DC, Montgomery, and Prince George’s Counties.
On further examination, section 2.01(a) of the Bylaws of Area 13 (The Washington Area General Service Assembly, Inc.) (hereinafter Area 13 Bylaws) states that members of its corporation include GSRs for each A.A. Group “in Area 13 (covering the District of Columbia, and Montgomery and Prince George’s counties in Maryland, as well as the Spanish speaking groups’ GSRs from parts of Virginia, known as District 62.)”
 In addition, the Preamble to the Area 13 bylaws states that Area 13 consists of “ the Spanish speaking groups’ GSRs from parts of Maryland, known as District 63.” The Area 13 Bylaws are silent regarding the specific question of Spanish speaking A.A. groups in Maryland outside of the geographic boundaries of Area 13.
In recent years, Spanish-Language Groups geographically located in Area 29 have formed an Intergroup (in the Baltimore region) to serve their groups. In the past few years, many of these groups indicated an interest in actively participating in the Area 29 General Service Structure by creating a Spanish-Language District within Area 29. 
Via informal research on the Meeting Guide App, there appear to be approximately 48 Spanish-Language meetings in Area 29. Many of these meet multiple times a week under the banner of a single ‘Group’. There are currently five active Spanish-Language A.A. Groups registered with GSO through Area 29, although it is fair to anticipate an increase in group registration should this motion pass.
At the Area Committee Meeting in August of 2023, Gil M. indicated that a DCM would be elected for a new Hispanic Language District and requested that a number be assigned to the new District. Because a Hispanic Linguistic District had not yet been acknowledged in Area 29, the Chair tabled Gil M.’s motion and deferred action to a new ad hoc Committee to gather information and report back to the Area so that an informed vote on adding this potential new linguistic district could be taken.
Initially, the ad hoc committee was comprised of the Area 29 Chair (Brigitte F.) and Delegate (Kurt W.), who contacted the Area 13 Delegate and Chair (now Lynette and Kesi) and a discussion was held on Zoom about moving the Spanish-Language Groups in our geographic region out of Area 13 and into Area 29. At that time, Area 13 had not received any formal motion or request but was amenable to talking with District 63 (the Area 13 Spanish-Language District in Maryland) membership about this potential action.
On November 12, 2023, Alternate Delegate Terry P. (acting in Kurt’s place as he was out of town) and Brigitte F. met with the Area 13 Linguistic District 63 in Silver Spring, Maryland. At that meeting, District 63 indicated their full support for the Spanish-Language Groups in our geographic region moving to Area 29, and presented a letter documenting that support, which is attached as background material. The Area 13 Chair and Delegate indicated they’d notify their Area of the meeting and its outcome during a regularly scheduled Area Committee meeting. The Area 13 Chair has since indicated that they do not feel it is necessary to bring the matter before their Area for a vote, and do not plan to do so.
At the Area Committee Meeting in November of 2023, Kurt W. provided an update to the body about the above-described meetings which had taken place with representatives from Area 13 and their District 63 linguistic District. Brigitte F. indicated that–now that the external matter of coordinating with Area 13 was complete–a Chair (Linda J.) would be appointed to head up the ad hoc committee which was created in August 2023. 
A motion was then brought that a Spanish-Language District be created in Area 29, and the motion was seconded. At that time, the Area 29 Parliamentarian (Bob C.) indicated that the motion was out of order because the issue was already before an ad hoc Committee, and that the Committee’s work would need to conclude before such a motion could be properly considered. As a result, no action was taken on the motion, as the Chair ruled it out of order.
In January of 2024, the Area 29 Chair (Frank M.) dissolved the ad hoc committee, and it is in that light that this motion is brought before the body of the Area 29 Committee today.
Cost Impact
The prospective cost to Area 29 of creating a Spanish-Language District will wholly consist of translation and interpretation expenses. 
Should paid interpretation services be needed for Area Committee meetings, the average cost is approximately $70/hour for an interpreter. With an average of four committee meetings a year, each running an average of six hours, this would result in an increased approximate annual cost to Area 29 of @ $1,680, i.e., $420 per event. 
To be clear, any action to authorize such funds would need to be brought via separate motion(s) addressing the budget and is not included in this motion. 
In addition, as the registered Spanish-Language Groups in Area 29 already have the right to participate in Area Assemblies as voting members, costs incurred for translation and interpretation expenses for Area Assemblies and general Area Communication are only tangential to the present motion. However, in order to provide full information to the Area Committee, the approximate costs for paid in-person event translation, if needed, would be approximately as follows:
	Area Assemblies (total)
	$2,100

	Mini Conference
	$420

	CARC
	$420

	
	$2,940


Again, to be clear, any action to authorize such funds would need to be brought via separate motion(s) addressing the budget, and is not included in this motion.
While it is fair to anticipate an increase in contributions to Area 29 from the Groups which make up the proposed new Spanish-Language District, that amount cannot be quantified at the present time. 
� Full text of section 2.01(a) of the Area 13 Bylaws: The members of the Corporation shall consist of the General Service Representative (GSR) registered for each Alcoholics Anonymous Group in Area 13 (covering the District of Columbia, and Montgomery and Prince George’s counties in Maryland, as well as the Spanish speaking groups’ GSRs from parts of Virginia, known as District 62.) In the absence or unavailability of the GSR, the Alternate GSR for the Alcoholics Anonymous Group may exercise all rights and responsibilities of the GSR. These GSRs elect corporate members from 41 amongst themselves known as District Committee Members (DCMs) and an Alternate that will serve in the absence of the DCM. In addition to the GSRs and DCMs, the Officers of the Corporation elected by the Area Assembly hereinafter referred to shall be members of the Corporation even if they are not GSRs. Each Leader of a Special Advisory Committee (also referred to as a “Standing Committee Chairperson”) appointed by the Chairperson of the Corporation shall be a member of the Corporation while so serving, subject to removal by the Chairperson or vote of the Area Assembly, even if such Leader is not a GSR. Each member of the Corporation shall have one (1) vote in person at any corporate meeting they are designated to attend.





	
	
	



